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FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY JOHN M. THOMAS 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: OREP 

SUBJECT: CODEL SMITH 

1. YESTERDAY EVENING CONGRESSMAN JOHN J. ELYNT ASKED 
FOR BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON AMERICAN OIL EXPLORATION 
IN MOROCCO. WOULD YOU BE GOOD ENOUGH TO DELIVER THE 
FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO HIM: 

QUOTE: EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES OF U.S. PETROLEUM 
COMPANIES IN MOROCCO 

AT PRESENT ONLY TWO AMERICAN COMPANIES ARE ENGAGED 
IN ACTIVE OIL EXPLORATION IN MOROCCO AND BOTH ARE 
CONCERNED ONLY WITH OFF-SHORE OPERATIONS. THE COMPANIES 
ARE PHILIPS PETROLEUM AND GETTY OIL. PHILIPS IS WORKING 
TEN DEEP-SEA CONCESSIONS OFE THE EORMER SPANISH SAHARA 
IN A JOINT VENTURE WITH BP (BRITISH PETROLEUM) AND 
MOROCCO'S STATE-OWNED MINING AND MINERAL RESEARCH 
CORPORATION BRPM. GETTY, PHILIPS, ITALY'S AGIP AND 
BRPM ARE IN A PARTNERSHIP COVERING TEN CONCESSIONS 
OFE THE SOUTHERN MOROCCAN TOWN OF ESSAOUIRA, THREE OF 
WHICH WERE SIGNED IN LATE SUMMER OF 1977 AND ACTUALLY 
RUN FROM THE ESSAOUIRA CONCESSION AREA DOWN TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 RABAT 003 10 171504Z 

TAREAYA IN THE FORMER SPANISH SAHARA. 

EXXON HAS APPARENTLY RELINQUISHED ITS CON- 
CESSIONS OFF THE FORMER SPANISH SAHARA IN 1976, AS 
DID CHEVRON AND WESTERN WITH THEIR BLOCKS ALONG 
MOROCCO'S MEDETERRANEAN COAST. MORE RECENTLY, SUN 
OIL TERMINATED EXPLORATION ACTIVITY OFF ESSAOUIRA 
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DURING MID-1977. 

IN A RELATED DEVELOPMENT, MOBIL REACHED AGREE- 
MENT LAST OCTOBER WITH MOROCCO'S MINISTRY OF MINES 
TO REVIEW ALL OE THE LATTER'S ON-SHORE SEISMIC AND 
GEOLOGIC FILES. THERE REMAINS WIDESPREAD EEELING 
THAT GIVEN THE MANY GEOLOGICAL CONTINUITIES 
CONNECTING MOROCCO AND ALGERIA, SOONER OR LATER 
STRUCTURES SIMILAR TO ALGERIA'S OIL DEPOSITS SHOULD 
BE DISCOVERED IN MOROCCO. UNQUOTE. 

2. THE VISIT HERE WAS A BOON TO ALL OE US, AND 
I WILL BE WRITING CONGRESSMAN SMITH ABOUT IT. 

WONDEREUL TO HAVE HAD YOU WITH US. 

ANDERSON 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 17 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978RABAT00310 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780025-0426 

Format: TEL 
From: RABAT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 55/aaaabucq.tel 

Line Count: 78 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 90cbcfe2-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION A 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3762466 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: CODEL SMITH 
TAGS: OREP, (FLYNT, JOHN J) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/90cbcfe2-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



